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Statement on the Murder
of Tourists in Uganda
March 4, 1999

I was deeply saddened to learn of the bru-
tal violence that erupted Monday morning
in a nature preserve in southwestern Uganda.
Hillary and I have extended our profound
condolences to the families of the victims.

Eight innocent tourists from the United
States, Great Britain, and New Zealand were
killed. All of the victims were there because
they loved Africa. It was a senseless and cow-
ardly murder, apparently committed by those
who perpetrated the Rwandan genocide in
1994. If this attack was intended as a warning
to our Nation to stop supporting those in the
region seeking reconciliation and justice,
those who committed it should understand
that we will not be deterred in any way.

We will not forget these crimes, nor rest
until those who committed them are brought
to justice. Already, a team of FBI experts is
on the ground, working with Ugandan au-
thorities to gather the relevant evidence so
indictments of the perpetrators can be made.

Let me also underscore our commitment
to breaking the cycle of violence and impu-
nity that has gripped the Great Lakes region,
so that all who live in and visit the region
can do so without fear.

Statement on the Death of Harry A.
Blackmun
March 4, 1999

Justice Harry Blackmun, who died this
morning, was a great American citizen. In
24 years on the Supreme Court, Justice
Harry Blackmun served with compassion,
distinction, and honor. Every decision and
every dissent was firmly grounded in the
Constitution he revered and his uncanny feel
for the human element that lies just beneath
the surface of all serious legal argument.

You can see his mind and heart at work
in the landmark decision he wrote protecting
women’s rights to reproductive freedom and
in his decisions to make the promise of civil
rights actually come alive in the daily exist-
ence of the American people.

Hillary and I were deeply privileged to
know Justice Blackmun and his wonderful
wife of 58 years, Dottie, for quite a long
while. I saw up close Harry Blackmun’s in-
tense passion—his passion for the welfare of
the American people, for defending our lib-
erties and our institutions, for moving us for-
ward together. We send our respect and our
prayers to Dottie and to his three daughters.

To the millions of Americans whose voices
he heard and whose rights he defended, to
the countless numbers of us who knew and
loved him, Harry Blackmun’s life embodied
the admonition of the prophet Micah: He did
justice, and he loved mercy. And now, he
walks humbly with his God.

Proclamation 7172—Death of Harry
A. Blackmun
March 4, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

Harry A. Blackmun, retired Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States,
I hereby order, by the authority vested in
me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, that
the flag of the United States shall be flown
at half-staff on the day of his interment. On
such day the flag shall be flown at half-staff
until sunset upon all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal
Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions; and at all U.S. embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other fa-
cilities abroad, including all military facilities
and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 8, 1999]
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